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Introduction: Do the Check



Why a Wheelchair-User Check?

Inspiration Int. Seating Symposium; empowerment wheelchair users

Idea hearing test

Unnecessary wheelchair-related (health) problems in the Dutch Seating 
Advisory Teams 

Confirmed by our study in wheelchair users with SCI:



Questionnaire used in our study served as a 
foundation (and literature)*

Expert opinion Dutch seating experts

Collaboration Dutch patient-organizations/     

rehabilitation centers

Development of the Dutch version

*Alm M, Gutierrez E, Hultling C, Saraste H. Clinical

evaluation of seating in persons with complete 

thoracic spinal cord injury. Spinal Cord. 2003 

Oct;41(10):563-71. 



Who is it for?
Global wheelchair users 

available languages

Coming soon:   ( Congres Positif, Lille France) 

Greek, and Latvian partners have started the translation process

All diagnoses

All ages

All wheelchairs 



Themes:

General part (allways)

Rolling characteristics 

Maintenance

Wheelchair driving adjustments

Seat Dimensions (allways)

Problems in sitting/ driving (allways)

What would you like to change?

Explanation:

How would you rate 

the driving 

characteristics of 

your wheelchair? = 

reasonable, 
moderate, poor



Example; 
personal report

Rating of wheelchair 
skills and driving is 
good; no further questions

No personal info 
name/email 



Seat dimensions

Sitting/driving 

problems



Seat dimensions



Sitting/driving problems



What would you like to change?



Your own logo can 

be added for your 

country

Agreement for use 

for research.

If no, deleted from 

the database



How to use the tool as a professional?

 Ask wheelchair users to fill out the tool before their visit 
 Have them think in-depth about their wheelchair-user set-up 
 Ask them to email the report, saving you time 
 The report is an overview of issues experienced by your client 
 Insight contributes to understanding and being on the same page
 Helps to decide together which issues need to be addressed

Be aware:
 The wheelchair-user needs to be seen as well
 Perspectives may differ on ‘issues’ 

  



>1650 wheelchair-users filled in the tool 

1250 permission for use research 

Numbers per diagnosis group

depend on PR

Dutch data base



73% 

Hand rim  

6,4
% 
Pus
h

Powered 
19%

Dutch database (n=1250)

42% male, 58% female

All ages; 5-100 yrs

Most 1-10 years of wheelchair use

Most hand rim wheelchair 

Age distribution Yrs of wheelchair use

Push

5%

Type of wheelchair



Did the tool 

provide insight 

into sitting and 

driving issues?

Did the tool and 

following actions 

help you to 

improve your 

sitting/ driving?

Do you think the 

tool will help 

other 

wheelchair-

users to improve 
sitting/driving?

No

Yes, a lot

Yes, a little

Evaluation 
Tool

N=44



Research

Dutch data PhD: 
What factors influence whether a 
wheelchair is a good fit or not (working 
title)

Subset SCI; TP: N=80, PP: N=227 
(Dis)satisfaction with sitting posture

Lack of support

Improvement possible (and how)

 Comparison with other diagnoses



Total dataset n=1250

TP: N=97, PP: N=297 

%



The growing international database is ideal for 
collaboration in research in the future:

Research with database own country

Between countries; For example: 

- Wheelchair set-up (satisfaction) 

- Pain, Fatigue, Pressure Ulcers

- Associations

Example subset children
International research



Why are we looking for international partners?

IT WORKS! 
We invite you to:

 Consider use of the tool 
   

 Collaborate in implementation and/or research
 

 Join forces to achieve a global index of wheelchair fit

Norwegian 

example:



So, tell your clients about the tool

L.Valent@heliomare.nl (Linda)
info@wheelchaircheck.com

www.weelchaircheck.com

On behalf of the 

WheelchairCheck team:

Norwegian

mailto:L.Valent@heliomare.nl
mailto:info@wheelchaircheck.com
http://www.weelchaircheck.com/
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